A 78-year-old woman with reduced left ventricular contractile function underwent coronary artery bypass graft surgery (3 saphenous vein grafts and an internal mammary artery graft) and mitral valve repair. Inotropic support and intra-aortic balloon pump (IABP) counterpulsation were required for weaning from cardiopulmonary bypass. The intra-aortic pressure and ECG tracings (Figure 1 ) on day 2 after surgery are shown. During continuous atrioventricular sequential pacing and 2:1 IABP counterpulsation, enhanced early diastolic aortic pressure (arrows) and reduced aortic end-diastolic pressure during every second cardiac cycle are demonstrated. 
78-year-old woman with reduced left ventricular contractile function underwent coronary artery bypass graft surgery (3 saphenous vein grafts and an internal mammary artery graft) and mitral valve repair. Inotropic support and intra-aortic balloon pump (IABP) counterpulsation were required for weaning from cardiopulmonary bypass. The intra-aortic pressure and ECG tracings (Figure 1 ) on day 2 after surgery are shown. During continuous atrioventricular sequential pacing and 2:1 IABP counterpulsation, enhanced early diastolic aortic pressure (arrows) and reduced aortic end-diastolic pressure during every second cardiac cycle are demonstrated. Circulation is available at http://www.circulationaha.org 
